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You can use the modal verb “could” to  
offer suggestions. “Could” is not as strong  
as “should.” It communicates gentle advice.

New language  “Could” for suggestions

Vocabulary  Advice

New skill  Making suggestions

KEY LANGUAGE “COULD” FOR SUGGESTIONS

FURTHER EXAMPLES “COULD” FOR SUGGESTIONS

HOW TO FORM “COULD” FOR SUGGESTIONS

“Could” is often  
used to suggest  
a solution to a  
problem. It introduces 
possibilities but  
not preferences. 

Making suggestions

“Could” means that the action is 
a possibility; a choice that might 
solve the problem. 

“Could” is a modal verb, so it 
doesn’t change with the subject.

The main verb goes 
in its base form.

SUBJECT VERB“COULD” REST OF SENTENCE
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MATCH THE PROBLEMS TO THE CORRECT SUGGESTIONS

CHOOSE THE CORRECT SUGGESTIONS FROM THE PANEL, THEN SAY  
THE SENTENCES OUT LOUD
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KEY LANGUAGE USING “COULD” AND “OR” FOR SUGGESTIONS

FURTHER EXAMPLES USING “COULD” AND “OR” FOR SUGGESTIONS

When people give suggestions using “could,” they  
often give more than one option to choose from.

USE THE PHRASES TO WRITE SUGGESTIONS USING “COULD” AND “OR”

Use “or” to give an alternative suggestion.

If the main verb is the same  
for both suggestions, you  

don’t repeat it after “or.” 

You don’t have to repeat the 
modal verb “could” after “or.”
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LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND MARK THE TWO SUGGESTIONS GIVEN TO 
SOLVE EACH PROBLEM

REVIEW THE ENGLISH YOU HAVE LEARNED IN UNITS 41–43

USING “MIGHT” WITH  
FUTURE POSSIBILITIES

USING “MIGHT”  
WITH UNCERTAINTY

USING “SHOULD” TO GIVE ADVICE

USING “SHOULDN’T” TO GIVE ADVICE

USING “COULD” FOR SUGGESTIONS

USING “OR” FOR SUGGESTIONS

NEW LANGUAGE SAMPLE SENTENCE UNIT

CHECKLIST

 “Could” for suggestions   Advice   Making suggestions  
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